
Lori’s Story
When Lori's daughter was diagnosed with Leukemia, her husband
couldn't handle it and left her and her two children to fight this
disease on their own. Introduced to Lighthouse by another Retreat
Family mom, she arrived at her first Lighthouse retreat without her
estranged husband; exhausted, broken and full of anxiety about what
the week would bring.
 

She brought her mother along so she wouldn't be alone in the
Common Ground environment. There, she made connections she
never expected to make, and eventually her mother - her daughter's
self-described “security blanket” - no longer felt the need to go with
her. God showed up in so many ways in Lori's life throughout the
week. 
 

By Friday at Beach Picnic, she was a completely different person than
when she arrived just four days earlier. Her kids were running around
and playing and she was renewed with the rest, hope, and joy she
experienced on retreat. She came in as a shell of herself and left
confident and full of life.
 

Her text to one of our staffers after she arrived back home from
retreat says it all:
OUR RETREAT HAS BEEN ON MY MIND A LOT THIS WEEK.
YESTERDAY WOULD HAVE BEEN OUR 19TH ANNIVERSARY AS WELL
AS MY SON’S BIRTHDAY. I HAD SO MUCH PEACE YESTERDAY, AND I
FINALLY UNDERSTAND WHAT FULLY SURRENDERING TO GOD’S
PLAN MEANS. I KNOW I DESERVE SO MUCH BETTER AND THAT I AM
SIMPLY IN THE IN-BETWEEN RIGHT NOW. THANK YOU AGAIN! SO
MUCH GRATITUDE FOR THE REST, JOY, RESTORATION AND HOPE I
EXPERIENCED ON RETREAT!

YOUR FAITHFUL INVESTMENT WILL MAKE EVEN
MORE IMPACT POSSIBLE IN 2025 AND BEYOND. 
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GIFT DESCRIPTION AMOUNT PER

Summer Staff Team 
1 Week (20 needed)

Covers 10 college interns to execute
excellent retreat experiences $2,500

Parents Night Out 
1 Retreat (22 needed)

Provides a much-needed night out full of
connection and community with other parents $1,250

Kids “Unbirthday” Party 
1 Retreat (22 needed)

An unforgettable party for all kids
(siblings included) to make up for missed

birthdays during treatment
$750

Hospital Meals 
30 Families (24 needed)

Meals for families on inpatient pediatric
oncology floors to provide a break from

cafeteria food
$450

Children’s Crafts 
1 Retreat (26 needed)

Provides supplies for kids to create crafts for
each day’s theme on retreat: Rest, Joy,

Restoration, and Hope
$250
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This holiday season, we ask you to prayerfully consider
a year-end gift of any amount to Lighthouse. Whether it

be $5 or $5,000, every donation matters. Our work
wouldn’t be possible without the generosity of

individuals like you!  
 

Families are finding rest, joy, restoration, and hope
beyond a cure at Lighthouse. Thank you for

considering a gift to help us impact even more families
in 2025 and shine the light of Jesus in dark places. 

Examples of impact our year-end investors could make possible: 

LIGHTHOUSE END OF YEAR GROWTH GOAL: $600,000 

Program (Retreats, Community of Care, Resources)
81%

General & Admin
11%

Cost of Fundraising
8% * 2024 budget estimates. Nonprofit best

practices recommend allocating at least
70% of expenses toward programs.
Lighthouse exceeds this standard,
dedicating 81% of our expenses to

programs, which is considered above
average by charity evaluators. As a
result, we have earned the highest

ratings: 4 out of 4 stars from Charity
Navigator and a Platinum Seal of

Transparency from Guidestar.

Annual Budget


